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Definition of Terrorism
Many people from democratic regimes perceive terrorism as an evil committed by the outside world. In the year 2001, nineteen Al- Qaeda affiliates hijacked four of United States commercial airliners, a terrorist event that provoked the U.S. government to declare war against terrorism in the U.S. and foreign nations, especially the Islamic countries. The then U.S president George Bush swore that he would “win the war against terrorism” (Ryan, 2004). Therefore, many departments responsible for the security of civilians in the US become radical in the fight against terrorism. However, each department understands terrorism in its twisted language. This paper compares and contrasts the different definition of terrorism by several bodies in the United States.
First, the US Federal Criminal Code points out that terrorism is any activities which involve violent or threaten lives and are violations to the United States’ criminal laws or laws of any individual state (“UN Security Council Resolution 1566”, 2004). The code further holds that the activities are terrorist if they are intended to either coerce or intimidate people or influence any US policy through coerce or intimidation. The Department of State, therefore, associate terrorism with sub-national groups that operate within the US territories. 
Also under the same department, the US Patriot Act 2001 defines terrorism as any life-threatening undertakings such as the hijacking of buses, boats, airplanes or any other vehicles; the act of violence that threaten the presence of any US protected persons. For instance, the kidnapping, or intimidation any of the government officials is a terrorist activity. If any person or group of people commit a crime using weapons or life-endangering device and they intend to harm people, then they advance terrorism (“UN Security Council Resolution 1566”, 2004). 
Secondly, the Federal Bureau of Investigation asserts that terrorism is an illegal act. The FBI department associates terrorism to any unlawful act involving the use of force and violence and intends to coerce or intimidate a civilian, segment of the larger population or the government. The intention of terrorist activities may incline to social or political objectives (“UN Security Council Resolution 1566”, 2004).
Thirdly, the Department of Defense sees terrorism any act which involves the “use of unlawful violence or threat of unlawful violence” and intends to intimidate or coerce an individual, group of people or the government. The cause of the activities may be political, ideological, or religious fueled (“UN Security Council Resolution 1566”, 2004). The definition appears in the US Army Field Manual. The US Army’s definition of terrorism is different from those of other departments in that it includes the threat of the activities. 
Lastly, the United States defines State terrorism, another category of terrorism, as an unlawful act either conducted or sponsored by the government and intends to harm its people or liaise with international terrorism (Best et al., 2004). This form of terrorism may pose a threat or employ the use of violence against civilian, or create fear to the civilian to advance a political status quo. However, the targeting of the civilians does not occur with state terrorism by democratic regimes, but dictatorships terrorize their people (“UN Security Council Resolution 1566”, 2004). What happens with the democratic governments is that they sponsor terrorism at international levels.
All the definitions of terrorism by the different departments in the US built on one perspective; the unlawful act that intends to coerce or intimidate a person, a target group of people, or even government (Moten, 2010). Therefore, the department similarly addresses a common problem despite the difference in their understanding of terrorism.
In conclusion, the American community strictly discourage any form of victimization within the state. The state department of defense, the federal Bureau of Investigation, the Department of Defense, among others, fight with determination cases of terrorism threatening the American citizens from within or outside the US. The federal government liaises with governments of individual states to ensure the safety of all the Americans.
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